“...strengthen thy brethren”
Luke 22:32

John 10:28 “And I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand”
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AM A PSALM OF TRUST IN GOD PSALM 37:3-8
PM No One is Going to Tell ME what to Believe or Do
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Cindy Atkinson—health. (knee)
Al Haskell - kidney problems.
Marty Stearns– Slowly recovering.
Joe and Bev Wilkerson-health-under hospice care
Ken Faris-colon cancer-Al’s co-worker
Joan’s brother Hurley and Opal, sister Christena Apostolico in
Ohio—health problems
Chere’— Pryia Vannoy (daughter) and family
Edith Taylor-Bill’s mother is slowly recovering at home.
Cody Cantrell-coma-Bill’s friend.
Rachel Hall—health problems
Cindy’s friends-Ireland Family, Wayne Hamilton, Kathy
and Misty Davis, Jody Rynca-cancer, Marie Hall and
Mitchell Larson
Betty requests prayers for Earlene Currier-health-Betty’s
Aunt, Betty’s daughters: Donna, Carrie, Susan Wills,
Debra, also, Lauren Weidner-grand-daughter.
Margaret Yowell—Friend of Bev in Arizona has brain cancer.
Lee Skaggs-Mike’s cousin has cancer.
Katherine Brooks - prayers for her niece and great-niece.

Food closet: Can Goods
Ladies Bible Class December 11th (10 am)

Men’s Business Meeting following morning fellowship
dinner on December 9, 2018

“Does This Offend You?”
“I’m offended!” “That is offensive to me!” “You must not do that, because it
offends me!” You will often hear statements such as these on television, the
radio, or any number of media outlets. Those who use these types of sentiments
throw them down like a gauntlet, daring you to continue. It is as if the fact that
they are offended should cause you to stop whatever it is you are saying or
doing that offends them. Somehow, “I’m offended,” has become the verbal
alarm that signals some sort of mistake or misstep on the part of the speaker.
The fact is, however, just because a person is offended is not necessarily a
reason to stop saying or doing something. Jesus often offended people, but that
did not stop Him from preaching and teaching the truth. When a person takes
offense at something, it often says much more about the heart of the one who is
offended than it does about the person who supposedly “caused” the offense.
On one occasion, after Jesus taught about how the Pharisees had abused
God’s Word, His apostles came to him and said, “Do You know that the
Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” (Matthew 15:11). It is
almost as if the apostles thought like many people today. They seemed to be
indicating that because Jesus had offended the Pharisees, then He should stop
teaching those ideas or change His message. Jesus, however, thought nothing
of the sort. He knew that His message offended the Pharisees because of the
hardness of their hearts, not because of the way the message was delivered.
Jesus understood that the hearts of the Pharisees needed changing, not His
message or even the way He delivered it. He responded to His apostles by
saying, “Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind” (Matthew 15:14).
Surely we can agree that the Pharisees would have been further offended by
Jesus’ follow up comments. Their offense, however, was misplaced. They were
blind to the truth. They should not have been offended at Jesus’ message.
Jesus’ message was the truth that God had sent to set them free (John 8:32).
Mark 6:1-6 tells about a time Jesus returned to His hometown of Nazareth. He
went to the synagogue and preached the Word as He often did in other places.
The townspeople who heard Him murmured, “Where did this man get these
things?... Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James,
Joses, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” The text then states,
“And they were offended at Him.” The fact that they were offended did not mean
Jesus had done anything wrong. It did not mean that He should have taken a

different approach to preaching in His hometown. It meant only that
the hearts of the hearers were calloused, sinful, and refused to
recognize God’s message when it was preached. Jesus never cowered
to the “I’m offended so you must stop” tactic, and neither should we.
At one time Jesus preached to a great multitude of His disciples.
Many of His own disciples did not understand the message and
“murmured” about Jesus’ preaching (John 6:61). Jesus then asked
them, “Does this offend you?” (John 6:61). Many in our day would
say that if Jesus offended the crowd, He was sinning and should
change His message, change His delivery style, or re-word His
statement to be less offensive. Jesus, however, responded by
saying, “What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where
He was before?” (6:61). What was Jesus’ point? If the people were
offended with Jesus’ message that He was the bread that came down
from heaven, just think how the would react if they saw Jesus ascend
back into heaven, which was what He planned to do in the near future
(Luke 24:50-53).1 Not only did He refuse to quit preaching or change
His message, He added something to the message that the audience
would have had more problems accepting! Obviously, Jesus did not
feel the need to stop preaching or change His message because His
audience was offended.
It is certainly true that Christians should let their speech “be with
grace, seasoned with salt” (Colossians 4:6). It is also true that
Christians should avoid unnecessary offense (Matthew 17:27;
1 Corinthians 8). The Gospel, however, is exclusive and offensive to
many people. Those with dishonest, sinful hearts will always be
offended at the simplicity and straightforwardness of Christ’s Truth.
As Christians, we should follow the example of our Lord. We must
never be bullied into silence or intimidated into changing our
message simply because a person or group is offended at the truth.
Endnotes: It is interesting that when Stephen was martyred, he
exclaimed that he saw Jesus in heaven “And said, Behold, I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of
God” (Acts 7:56). This statement so offended the mob that “Then
they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon
him with one accord” (Acts 7:57). By Kyle Butt

