“...strengthen thy brethren”
Luke 22:32

CHURCH OF CHRIST
of Genesee County

5284 Fenton Road, Flint, Michigan 48507

October 9, 2016
Welcome All:
We are thankful to have you with us today. The Lord's
church here is dedicated to the restoration of New Testament
Christianity, respecting both the authority and the silence of
the Scriptures.
Again, thank you for worshipping God today.

Schedule of Services for Gospel Meeting
Worship…
Sunday
11:00 a.m.
Sunday
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study… Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday
6:00 p.m.

www.coc-gc.org
Preacher: Michael Golwitzer (810) 771-4627

Sermons:
AM: Jeremiah 6:16-17
PM: Proverbs 14:12
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Ladies—if you are
interested in a Ladies Bible
Class—once a month—
contact Jeannie or Vivian.

Connie Dobbs-Cindy’s Sister
Marie Hall-recovering from hip surgery
Dan and Nancy Goddard-Dan has been removed from
hospice care-keep praying-preacher and friend
Marty Stearns - health problems
Kathy and Misty Davis-health problems-Cindy’s friends
McKenna Schummer-Jeannie’s cousin-bone cancer at
10 years old.
Carol Tobkin-cancer and receiving chemo treatments
Don Cross-Chere’s uncle-cancer/chemo
Edith Taylor-Bill’s mother
Cody Cantrell-coma-Bill’s friend.
Lauren Weidner-encouragement
Tracy and Austin Clark
Pat Crain—health-Joyce & Marty’s friends
Al Haskell—waiting for kidney donor
Chuck Smith—heart, Sciatic
Rachel Hall—health problems
Jody Rynca-cancer-Cindy’s friend
Ireland Family—health problems-Cindy’s friends
Wayne Hamilton-health problems-Cindy’s friend
Donna Duford-health problems-Betty’s daughter
Susan Wills-encouragement-Betty’s daughter
Debra Crewse-surgery-Betty’s daughter
Earlene Currier-Betty’s aunt—health
Patty Lewis-Chuck’s daughter—recovering from surgery
Dale and Sue Gregory

Church of Christ of Genesee County
Worship Service
Bible Classes
House to House / Heart to Heart
Tracts and DVDs
Internet Telecast of Sermons
Evangelism / Gospel Meetings
Mission Work / Food Closet
Online Academy of Biblical Studies

Next Fellowship
Dinner

October 18, 2016
Following morning
Worship service

Too Militant?

The conspiracy to revise the past in order to make it
match the current “politically correct” climate of society is manifesting itself in a myriad of ways. One is the ongoing effort to
produce gender-neutral translations of the Bible. Another is
the attempt to eliminate any indications of the Christian religion from public life—whether “under God” from the Pledge of
Allegiance or the Ten Commandments from the Alabama Judicial Center building. Perhaps you remember in the late eighties when a mainline protestant denomination considered removing from its hymnal “Onward Christian Soldiers” due to its
militant, warlike lyrics.
All of these efforts share in common the fact that they
are based upon frail human perception that constantly undergoes alteration with the passing time, rather than being based
upon unchanging principles and absolute values that have
been articulated by God. “Onward Christian Soldiers” was written by an uninspired human being, and needs no defense.
However, opposition to the song raises a broader issue that
does merit consideration. Those who find the song objectionable, obviously possess in their own minds a standard with regard to the use of militant terminology in Christian hymnody.

They feel that such warlike language is inappropriate and unacceptable. However, the real concern should lie in how God feels
about the matter. What does God’s Word say about the propriety
of militant language in Christian parlance?
The New Testament repeatedly describes the Christian
life metaphorically as a battle to be fought and a war to be
waged. Timothy was told to “war a good warfare” (1 Timothy
1:18), to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12), and to
“endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy
2:3). Paul described his ministry as a “fight” (1 Corinthians 9:26;
2 Timothy 4:7). He characterized his right to receive monetary
support as comparable to that of a soldier (1 Corinthians 9:7).
Early Christians endured warlike struggles and conflicts
(Hebrews 10:32). Christians are told to “put on the whole armor
of God”—which includes taking the “sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:11-17). They wear “armor of light” (Romans
13:12) and “armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the
left” (2 Corinthians 6:7). Even the specific parts of the Christian’s
armor are identified (Ephesians 6:14-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:8).
Christians use “weapons” in a “warfare” (2 Corinthians 10:4).
When one bothers to consult divine guidelines, one finds
that inspired writ frequently represents the Christian’s existence
as analogous to that of a soldier. In fact, the song “Onward Christian Soldiers” does a good job of capitalizing on this perfectly
scriptural metaphor. Perhaps as society is in the process of
abandoning the Christian worldview, devotees of New Testament
Christianity ought to get busy emulating their militant and warlike
King Who, with flaming eyes and followed by the armies of heaven, “judges and makes war” (Revelation 19:11). by Dave Miller, Ph.D.

