“...strengthen thy brethren”
Luke 22:32

SERMONS
AM Hosea — Time to Seek the Lord (Hos. 10:12)
PM It Is Not Enough

Psalm 115:18

“But we will bless
the LORD from
this time forth
and for evermore.
Praise the LORD”

CHURCH OF CHRIST
of Genesee County

5284 Fenton Road, Flint, Michigan 48507

October 21, 2018
Schedule of Services
Worship…
Sunday
11:00 a.m.
Sunday
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study… Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday
6:00 p.m.

Website: www.coc-gc.org
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MEMBERS
Cindy Atkinson—health.
Al Haskell - kidney problems.
Marty Stearns– Slowly recovering.
REQUESTED PRAYERS
Joe and Bev Wilkerson-health-under hospice care
Ken Faris-colon cancer-Al’s co-worker
Joan’s brother Hurley and Opal, sister Christena Apostolico in
Ohio—health problems
Chere’— Pryia Vannoy (daughter) and family
Edith Taylor-Bill’s mother is slowly recovering at home.
Cody Cantrell-coma-Bill’s friend.
Rachel Hall—health problems
Cindy’s friends-Ireland Family, Wayne Hamilton, Kathy
and Misty Davis, Jody Rynca-cancer, Marie Hall and
Mitchell Larson
Betty requests prayers for Earlene Currier-health-Betty’s
Aunt, Betty’s daughters: Donna, Carrie, Susan Wills, –
Lauren Weidner- grand-daughter.
Margaret Yowell—Friend of Bev in Arizona has brain cancer.
Lee Skaggs-Mike’s cousin has cancer.
Katherine Brooks - prayers for her niece and great-niece.
Janice Fulton-health issues

Food closet: Can Goods
Ladies Bible Class October 23rd (10 am)
Church of Christ of Genesee County
Worship Service
House to House / Heart to Heart
Internet Telecast of Sermons
Online Academy of Biblical Studies
Food Closet
Seek the Old Paths
Gospel Broadcasting Network

Bible Classes
Tracts and DVDs
Evangelism / Gospel Meetings
Mission Work
Apologetics Press
World Video Bible School
The Spiritual Sword

Struggling Leads to Strength
Much truth is contained in the statement, “a smooth sea never
made a skillful mariner.” One who does not undergo the intensity
of physical training hardly can expect to become an outstanding
athlete. For example, if a man desires to participate in weight
training, but at the same time refuses to endure the resistance
that comes with adding weight day after day, his chances of
becoming stronger are very slim indeed. After all, the whole
concept behind lifting weights is resistance. A person struggles
with the weight in order to build muscle mass and become
stronger physically. Similarly, one who seeks intelligence must
struggle through the learning process. He must work at reading,
writing, and figuring out problems. The same is true of faith. In
order to grow and become stronger, Christians must face some
resistance. That is to say, on occasion we must struggle in order
to strengthen our spiritual bodies. Jesus told His apostles the
night of His betrayal: “In the world you will have tribulation” (John
16:33). Paul told Timothy: “All who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).

Sometimes people wonder why God allows trials and tribulations in
this world. Why did He not create us so that everything we
experience is painless? One of the answers to this oft’-asked
question is that sometimes we can benefit greatly from experiencing
mental and/or physical pain. We witness this same principle at work
in the animal world. The emperor moth must struggle from its cocoon
in order to properly develop its body and wings. If it does not
struggle, the result is a flightless moth. In Hebrews 11, one reads of
Abraham being tested (17), Moses suffering affliction (24-25), and
others being mocked, scourged, and imprisoned (36). Did these
trials benefit them in any way? James wrote: “My brethren, count it
all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of
your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:24, emp. added). In writing to the Corinthian brethren Paul said, “For
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).
The struggles Paul endured while on the Earth were a momentary
trifle compared with the eternal glory before him.
You will struggle in this life. When you do, look to the Lord and trust
in Him (Proverbs 3:5-6). Realize that different forms of suffering can
make us stronger if we permit them to do so. We can be confident
that “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). This
does not mean that everything that happens to us is good. But it
does mean that if we are living godly lives, whatever does happen
will work out for the best in the long run. by Eric Lyons

